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Honorable Lamar .~ith

. Member~ House of Repr~sentatives

1006 Junction Highway
Ker~ville, Texas 78028

Dear Congre~sman'Smith:

.' RECEIVED.. : ..:., .

APR t~.
FEl8M.COIUICAlDSc'aIIs8oI

CJFICE~TIE 8EaEJMY

This is ,in reply to your letter 8; 1993, in which you in4uired on
behalf of your constituent, Tom ding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No 7 FR 54034 (1992).. This Not.ice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules govern~ng the pri~ate

land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituent is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituent's concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the p!"ivate land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituent's
letter will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final
ntles to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

~=~~
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Rania BurealJ
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MEMO RANDUM, .

Ehclosed for your, attention·
·i~··inform~tion I haver~ceived

'from myconst~tuent..

rWQuld appreciate you~ review
of this matter and providing me
with a response at your earliest
convenience. .

Thank.you for 'your atten~ion

to this matter.

PLEASE RESPOND TO:
The Honorable Lamar Smith
1006 Junction Highway
Kerrville, TX 78028

(210) 895-1414 9 to 1 PM
(210) 895-2091 FAX
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February 10. 1993

The Honor-ali II;! ,Lamar, Smi th
~OO'fO San, P~dro, S'uite, 530
San Antonio, Texas 78216

.. ': ....

'FEB 2 '2 1993,

Dear Representative Smith:

Since a very early agel nave built and flown model airp{anes .:..:- from the simple
balsa stick kits to the complex radio controlled ~odeI5. [n our local community I
volunteer my time with youngsters interested in learning about model construction
and fl ight.

If the FCC's PR Docket 92-235 is adopted, the new rules would greatly reduce the
frequencies allowed for model use. Not ~nly would this increase the risk of
accidents and liability for controlling model airplanes, but will affect the
interest of these young flyers and hobbyists of the future. The model airplane
hobby is a wholesome educational and recreational outlet for young people.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band, which is also used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. Our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the
band with interfering with each other.

Under the proposed rules, more land mobile frequencies will be created by splitting
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. This will move those
frequencies closer to the radio control frequencies, and cause interference.
Currently there are 50 frequencies available for radio controlled model planes
under the proposed plan, only 19 frequencies will be left.

Our local club goes to great effort to assure the safety of operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. These safety precautions involve careful
coordination and use of radio control frequencies. With fewer frequencies
available, congestion will be increased and margin of safety decreased.

To attempt an improvement in operating conditions for land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers could have dangerous results. Some model
airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 to 40 pounds. These
planes are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We need the
ful I use of our existing complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of model aviation club
members throughout the nation and significantly contributes to the advancement and
development of commercial aviation.

Please help us to continue this creative and wholesome recreational opportunity for
our young people and a safe enjoyment of this pastime.

Sincerely. {{L/?/7.

/ ~ h:i~_Tom He I m%_,?::n/ L - 't.--7 '

HC 64, Box 18-8
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624


